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DESCRIPTIVE/SUMMARY STATISTICS 

Discipline of quantitatively describing the main features of a collection of data         Numerical and graphical summaries used to characterize a dataset 

                                                                 CENTER     measure of central tendency --- the typical or average value --- (mean,  median,  mode) 

      The three main measures are            SPREAD     measure of dispersion or variability of the data --- (standard deviation,  variance,  min,  max,  range)  

           SHAPE       symmetric or skewed data --- (bell-



              

         

        

 

In most cases, the variables of interest can be assigned generic names that help define the relationship being examined – these two variable types are: 

Explanatory Variable (aka… Independent or Predictor Variable)   AND   Response Variable (aka… Dependent or Outcome Variable) 

The simplest type of inferential statistics is univariate analysis which involves ONE EXPLANATORY variable and ONE RESPONSE variable 

EXAMPLES:    height predicts weight?    ---

? 


